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' upon the whoU^ I will beg leave to tell the Heufe 
" wbat is really wy opiition. It iSy that the Stamp- 

" ^,f7^f REPEALED ABSOtUTELV,TOTALLV,dW 
" INMXDIATELT." 

The Great Commoner. 



A PARIS, 

Chez J. W. Imprimcur, Rue ^iu Colombier 

Faaxboutg St. Germain, a l' Hotel de Saxe. 

M DCC LXVI. 

[Prix 30 Sous.] 

Afta Affrohalion, fcf Privikge. 
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Political Deb ates# 




T is neccflary to iliform the reader, that fony& 
time before the meeting of parliamcu.t;, a re- 
port liad been artfully propagated, that the 
ininiitry had changed their minds with regiitd tp 
the Stamp-Aft, and, inftead of repealing^ were 
irefolved to enforce it. If it * could be proved, 
that this report did not come originally i^om the 
/avourites of a certain northern nobleman,^ yet ic 
was certainly much indebted to theni for its pro-* 
^refs, which was Co great as to aScft the ftpcks. 

The king s fpeech to the parliament on the 14th 
tCf January, 1766, gave fome colour to the (i}g<- 
jgeftion 5 but when the gentlenxcn had fpoke who 
imoved for the addrefs, and who feconded it, no- 
thing could be clearer, than that the miniftry per- 
fifted in their intention to promote the, repeal. 
The friends of the late miniftry appl^ui1««[^ . the 
*km^*s fpeech, and approved of the propofcd ad- 
drels, which, as ufual,. only recapitulated thp 
ipccch. 

» 

The oppofition took great offence at the tender- 
jncis of expreflion, that the two firft gcnjlcjmen had 
made ufe of concerning A^ncrica, . Mr. Nugent 
particularly infilled, *^ That the honor an^dignity 
ii^f th« kingdom obliged us to compel the execu- 
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tioQ of the Stamp-A^i except the right w^is «-' 
I knowledged, and the repeal folicited as a favour; 

He, computed the expence of the troops now em- 
ployed in America for their defence, as he calkd 
it, to amount to nine-pence in the pound of our 
land-tax; while the produce of the Stamp- A& 
would not raife a fhilling a head on the inhabit 
tattts of America } but that a. pepper-c6rij^ in ac- 
Icnowledgment of the right, was of more value, 
than millions without. He expatiated on the ex- 
treme ingratitude of the colonies *, and concludedt 
with charging the miniftry with encouraging peti- 
tions to parliament, and inftruftions td nlerfibers 
from the trading and manufaftdriitg to^ns, againft 
^theAa.'* 

' Mf. Fitt was the next fpeakef. Every friend 
of his country rejoiced to fee him again in that 
houfe, and more fo, in fuch perfed nealth. As 
'he always begins very low, and as every body was 
in agitation at his firft rifing, his introduftion wafii 
iiot heard, 'till he faid, " I came to town but to- 
4ay ; I was a ftrangcr to the tenor of his majefty*» 
•fpcech, and the propofcd addfefs, *tili I heard 
*them read in this houfe. Unconnefted and un- 
confulted, I have not the means of information ; I 
-am fearful of offending through miftake, and 
therefore beg to be indulged with a fccond reading 
of the propofed addrefe." The addrefs being read, 
Mr. Pitt went on : — *^ He commended the king*s 
/peech, approved of the addrefs in anfwer, as it 
decided nothing, every gentleman being left sft 
perfeft liberty to take fuch a.part concerning Amc- 
rica^ as he might afterwards fee fit. One word only 
he could not approve of, an early, fs a word thatt 
dbcs not belong to the notice the miniftry have 
given to parliament of the troubles in AiAerica. 

In 
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in SL matter of fuch importance, the communica- 
tion ought to have been immediate : I fpcak not 
with refpeft to parties ; J ftand yp in this place 
lingle and unconnefted. As to the late miniftry, 
(turning himfelf to Mr, Q-— He, who fat within 
one of him) every capital meafurc they have ta- 
Ijcn, has been entirely wrong ! 

** As to the prefcnt gentlemen, to thofcat leafl: 
whom I have in my pye, (lool^ing at the bench 
where Mr. Conway fat, with the lords of thp Trea- 
Airy) J have no objeiSlion j I have never been 
made ^ facrifijce by any of them. Their cha- 
radjters are fair ; and I am always glad when men of 
feir char^fter engage in his majefty's fervice. Some 
of them have dpiie me the honor to jflc my poor 
opinion, before they would engage, TJiefe will 
do me the juftice to own, I advifed them to cn- 

fage ; but natwithftandingi-^Ilove to be explicit— 
cannot give them my confidence ; pardon me, 
gentlemen, (bowing to the miniftry) confidence is 
a plant of flow growth in an aged bofom : youth 
is the fcafon of credulity, by comparing events 
with each other, reafonirig from effefts to caufes, 
methinks, J pjaioly discover the traces of ?n over- 
ruling infiyence. 

** There is a claufe in the act of fettlement, to 
oblige every mi;iifter to fign his name to the ad- 
vice which he gives his fovereign. Would it were 
obfervcd ! — I have had the honour to ferve the 
crown, and if J could bavefubmitted to influence, 
I might have ftill continued to ferve ; but I would 
not be refponfiblc for others. — I have no local at- 
tachments : it is indifferent to me, whether a man 
was rocked in his cradle on this fide or that fide of the 
Tweed, — ^I fought for merit wherever it was to be 

founds 
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found. — It is my boaft, that I was the firft mlniftcr* 
who looked for it,and I found it in the mbuntains of 
the north. I called it forth, and drew it into your' 
fervice, an hardy and intrepid race of meii ! men, 
who, when left by your jealoufy, became a prey 
to the artifices of your enemies, and had gone' 
nigh to h^ve overturned the ftate, in the war be-* 
fore the laft. TKefe men, in the laft war, were" 
brought to combat on your fide: they fcrvcd 
with fidelity, as they fought with valour, and con- 
quered for you in every part of the world : dc- 
tefted be the national refleftions againft them ! — « 
they are unjuft, groundlefs, illiberal, unmanly. 
When I ceafed to Terve his raajefty as a minifter, 
jt was not the qountry of the man by which I 
was moved — but the man of that country wanted 
WISDOM, and held principles incompatible with' 

f8.EE00M- ' < 

It is a long time, Mr. Speaker, fince I have; 
Attended in parliament. When th(? refolution 
was taken in the boufe ito tax America, I was 
ill in bed. If I could have endured to have been' 
carried in my bed, fo great was the agitation of 
my rnind for the confequences ! I would have fo- 
Jicited fome kind hand to have laid me down on 
this floor, to have borne my tcftiniony againft jt. 
Jt is now an aS: that has paflcd— I would fpe^k 
with decency of every aft of this boufe, but 1, 
fnuft beg the indulgence of the houfc to fpeak of 
it with freedom. 

** I hope a day may be foon g^ppointed, to con-^ 
fider the ftate of the nation with refpcft to Ame- 
rica. — I hope, gentlemen will come to this debate* 
with all the temper and impartiality that his ma- 
Jcfty ressfPRif^dsj ^nd the itppprt'ancc of the fub^ 
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Jefl; requires. A fubjeft of greater importance 
than ever engaged the attention of this houfe ! 
that fubjeft only excepted, when near a century 
^go, it was the qucftion, whether you yourfelvcs 
were to be bond, or free. In the mean time, as 
I cannot depend upon health for any future day, 
fuch is the nature of my infirmities, I will beg to fay 
a few words at prefent, leaving the juftice, the 
^uity, the policy, the expediency of the aQ:, to 
another time. I will only fpeak to one point, a 
point which feems not to have been generally un- 
iderftood — I mean to the right. Some gentlemen 
(alluding to Mr. N — t) feem to have conHdered 
it as a point of honor. If gentlemen confider 
it in that light, they leave all meafures of right 
and wrong, to fdlow a delufion that may lead to 
deftru6tion. It is my opinion that this kingdom 
has no right to lay a tax upon the colonies. At 
the fame timCj I aflertthc authority of this king- 
idom over the colonies, to be fovereign and fu- 
preme, in every circumftance of government and 
Icgiflation whatfoevcr. — ^They are the fubjeils of 
of this kingdom, equally intitled with your- 
felves to all the natural rights of mankind, and 
the peculiar privileges of EngWbmen. Equally 
bound by its laws, and equally participating of 
the conftitution of this free country. The Ame- 
ricans, are the fons, not the baftards of England. 
'Taxation is no part of the governing or legiflative 
powen — ^Xhc taxes are a voluntary cift and grant 
of the commons ajone. In Icgiflation the three 
/eftates of the realm are alike concerned, but the 
coqcurrence erf the peers and the crown to a tax, is 
only nec?c0ary to clofe with the form of a law. 
The gift and grant is of the commons alone. In 
ancient days, the crown, the barons, and the 
l^kr^y poOeiTcd the lands. In thofe days^ the ba- 
rons 



sons and the clergy gave and granted to the 
crown. They gave and granted what was their 
cwn* At prefent, fince the difcovery of America, 
stnd other ch camflances permitting, the commons 
are become the proprietors of the land; The crowa 
has divcftcd itfclf o£ its great eftates. The church 
(God blcfs it) has but a pittance. The property 
of the lords, compared with that of the commons^ 
IS a^ a drop of water in the ocean : and this houfe 
reprefents thofc commons, the proprietors of the 
lands J and thofe proprietors virtually reprefcnt: 
the reft of the /inhabitants. "When therefore in 
this houfe we give and grant, we give and grant 
what is our ownl But in an American tax, what 
da we do ? \\''e, your majcfty's commons of 
Great-Britain, give and grant to your majefty^ 
what ? Our own property ?— ^No. We give anct 
grant to your majefty the property of your ma^ 
jetty's common^ of America. — It is an abfurdity 

in terms. — 

• ■ ' ( 

• 4 

** The diftinSion between legiflation and tax- 
ation is cflentially neceflary to liberty. The 
crown, the peers, are equally Icgiflative powers 
.with the comnions. If taxation be a part of 
limple legiflation, the crown, the peers have rights 
in taxation as wcJl as yourfelves : rights which' 
they will claim, which they will exercife, whfeh^. 
ever the principle can be fupported by *po*eji.' 

.** There is an idea In fome, that the coldnies 
are virtually reprefentcd in this houfe. I woylcf 
faifi know by whom an American is reprcfentecj 
here? Is he reprefentcd by any knight of Yh^ 
fhire, in any county in this kingdom ? Would 

TO.GOD THAT RESPECTABLE REPRESEl^ 
TiSTiON WAS" AircMENTED to A GRBATER 

NUMEE^^ I 
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ikvMBEE ! Or. will you tell him that he Is repre- 
fentcd by any reprefehtative of a borough— « 
borough, which perhaps no man ever faw — This is 
what is called, the rotten part of the coNSXf- 
Tu.TiON^ — It cannot continue the century — ^If it 
does not drop, it muft be anaputated. — ^Thc ricM, 
cf a virtual reprefcntation cf America in this 
houfe, is the moft contemptible idea that ever en- 
tered into the head of a man— It docs not defcrvc 
a ferious refutation. 

• ** The commons of America, feprclcntcd m 
'their feveral aflemblics, have ever been in poScf- 
tioa of the d^cercife of this« their conftitutional 
righf, 6f giving and granting their own money. 
"They would have been flavcs if they had not en- 
joyed it. At the fame time, this kingdom, as the 
fupreme governing and legiflative power, has al- 
ways bound the colonies by her laws, by her re* 
'^ulations, and reftriflions in trade, in navigatiois* 
m manufaftures— in every thing, except that oi 
taking their money out of their pockets without 
their confent. 

*• Here I would draw the line, 

■ ■ " - ■ »■ 

^uam ttUra citraque nequit cwjifiere reSum.^ 

He concluded with a familiar voice and tone, 
but fo low, that it was not eafy to diftinguiA 
what he faid. A confiiderable paule enfued after 
Mr. Pitt had done fpeaking — Mr, C-n-y then got 
up. He faid, '' he had been waiting to fee whe- 
ther any anfwer would be given, to what had bcea 
advanced by the right honourable gentleman, re- 
ferving himfelf for the reply : but as none had been 
'given, he had only to declare, that his own fenti- 

iiients 
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Ihents ivcre entirely conformable t6 thofp of jflfe 
Tight honourable gentleman- — ^That they are fa 
conformable, he (aid, is a circumftance that af- 
fcfts me with tnoft fenJSbie pleafure, and does me 
the greateft honour. But rw6 things fell from 
that gentleman which give me pain ; as whatever 
falls from that gentlciiian, falls from fo great » 
lieight as to ma^e a deep impceffidn,-^! muft en- 
deavour to remove re. — It was objeded, that the 
notice given to parliament of the troubles in A'- 
merica was npt early. J can aflure the hppfe, 
the firft accounts were too vajgue and imper-* 
feft to be worth, the notice of parliament, it 
is only of late that they have been precife and full. 
•An over- ruling influence has . alfo been hinted at* 

I fee nothing of it— tieel nothing of it ^I dif. 

claim it for myfelf^ and fas far as my difcern* 
ment can reach) for all the reft of his majefty^s 
minifters. Mr. Pitt (aid, in anfwer to Mr. C— y^ 
** The excufc is a yalid one, if it is a juft one* 
That muft ap{)ear from the papers now before the 
lioufe.'* In the-intprim, Mr. G— He had recovered 
himfelf. He avoided meddling with the "dodrinc 
of taxation being confined to the houfe of qpm- 
mons, apd being founded on the free gift of the 
coHpftive bpdy^. through the medium^ of their re- 
prefentativcs ; neither did he attempt to defend the 
virtual reprefentation of America ; but began with 
ccnfuring the prefent mjniftry very fevercly, for 
delaying to give earlier notice to parliament of thp 
difturbances irt'Art^erica. Hefaid, « They began 
in July, andnOw we are-rn the middle of January i 
lately they wefe'^^Aly occurrences, (the word ufed 
in the king's speech on the 1 7th of December.) 
they ar^ now' grown to difturbances, to tumults^ 
and riots. .1 doubt they border on open rebellion 1 
aad if th^ dpftriftc^ I have heard this day be con- 

firmed* 



ftrcfte^, 1 fear they will lofe t\M i\^tt\6 16 (ali» 
that of Revolution. The government over thctrt. 
being diflfolved, a revolution will take place in A-* 
mwica. I cannot underftand the difference be-^ 
fifrecn external and internal taxes* They are th^ 
fame in efFcdl, g^d only differ i ft name, th^i 
this kingdom i^ the fovercigri, the fupreme legif^ 
htive power over America, is granted. It can-* • 
horbe denied; and taxation is a part of that fo-» 
Vereign power. It is one branch of the Icgifl^- " 
lion* It is, it hais been exercifed, over thofc who ' 
are not, who were never reprefented. It is exer- 
qfcd ovcJ" the India company, the merchants o^ 
London, the proprietors of the (locks, and 6^t 
ftiany great matiufafturing towns. It was exe^ 
dfed ovef the palatinate of Chefter^ and thd 
biflioprick of Durham, before they fent any' re- 
prcfentativcs to parliament, I appeal for proof* 
to the preambles of the afls which gave thfem re- 
prefentatives t the one in the reign of Henry Villi 
the other in that of Charles II." Mr. G — He theri 
quoted the statutes ^xactly, and defired'that 
they might be read; which being done, here- 
fumed his difcourfe : "When I propofed td ta?C 
America, I aflked the houfe, if any gentlemart 
would objcft to the right ; I repeatedly alked itj 
and no man would att<?mpt to deny it. Ptotefliort 
and obedience art reciprocal. Great Britain pro* 
tcSs America; America is bound to yjcWobe* 
dience. If not, tell me where the Americans were 
Cn^angipatcd ? When they want the profeftjon oi 
this kingdom, they are always vcry.rcady- to aUt'ifi 
That protcftion has always been afforded them itt 
the moft full and ample manner. The nation ' ht^ 
run itfclf into an immenfc debt to give rhem iheilr 
proteAion ; and now they are called'* upon t& c61ll^ 
tribute a fmall (hare towards the publig expence, 

C an 
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f n expcnce arifing from thcmfelvcs^ they renounce 
your authority, infult your officers, and break 
out, I might almoft; fay, into open rebellion.; 
The fcditious fpirit of the colonies owes its birth 
to the factions in this houfe. Gentlemen are care- 
lefs of the confcquences of what they lay, pro- 
vided it anfwcrs the purpofcs of oppofition. We 
were told, we trod oh tender grouud ; we were 
bid to expeft difobedience. What was this, buc 
telling the Americans to (land out againlt the 
law, to encourage their obftinacy with the expec-^ 
tation of fupport from hence ? Let us only hold 
out a little, they would fay, our friends will foon 
be in power. Ungrateful people of .America I 
Bounties have been extended to them. When I 
had the honour to ferve the crown, while you 
yourfelves were loaded with an enormous dcbt^ 
you have given bounties on their lumber, on their 
iron, their hemp, and many other articles. You 
have relaxed, in their favour, the aft of naviga- 
tion, that palladium of the Britifli commerce ; and 
yet I have been abufed in all the public papers, as 
an enemy to the trade of America. I have been 
particularly charged with giving orders and in- 
ftructiops to prevent the Spanifli trade, and there- 
by (topping the channel, by which alone North A- 
merica ufed to be fupplied with ca(h for remit- 
tances to this country. I defy any man to pro- 
duce any fuch orders or in(lru(5lions. I difcou- 
raged no trade but what was illicit, what was pro- 
hibited by aft of parliament. I defirc aWeft- India 
merchant, well known in the ciiy, (Mr. Long) 
a gentleman of charader, may be examined. . He 
will tell you, that I offered to da every thing in 
iny power to advance the trade of America. I 
was above giving an anfwer to anonymous calum- 

.hies ; 
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pics »: but in this place, it. becomes one to mpt 
off the afperfion. 

Here Mr. Grenville ceafcd. Several members 
got up to fpesik, but Mr. I^itt Teeming to rife, the 
hoiife was fo claiporous for Mr. pltt, Mr. Pitt, 
that the Speaker was obliged to call to ordei. 

After obtaining a little quiet, he faid, ^* Mr. 
Pitt was up;'* who began with informing the 
houfe, " That he did not mean to have gone any 
further upon the fubjeA that day ; that he had 
pnly defigned to have thrown out a few hints, 
Vrhich, gentlemen, who were lb confident of the 
right of this kingdom to fend taxes to America, 
might confider ; might perhaps refieft, in a cooler 
pioQienc, that the right was at lead equivocal. But 
Iince the gentleman,who fpoke laft, had not (topped 
on. that ground, but had gone into the whole ; 
into the jufticc, the equity, the policy, the cxr 
pediency of the Stamp-Adt, as well as into thi3 
right, he would follow him through the whole 
£eid, and combat his arguments on every point." 

He was going on, when lord Str^ge got up,, 
and called bgth the gentlemen, Mr. Pitt, s^nd Mr^ 
0r^nville, to order. He feid, " they had both 
departed from the matter before the houfe, whush 
was the king's fpeech } and that Mr. Pitt was 
going to fpeak twice on the fame debate^ althpugh^ 
the houfe was not ia a committer," 

Mr. George Onflov anfwercd, " That they were 
both in order, as nothing had been faid^ but what 
was fairly deducible from the king's fpeech," and 
appealed to the Speaker. The Speaker decided in 
^. Onflow'^ favour. 

C i Mr. 
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■ Mr. Pkt faid, " -I do not apprehend I am fpeaV- 
ing twice : I did exprcfsly rcfcrve a part of my 
fubjeft, in order to fave the time of this houfe, 
but I am eompeird to proceed in it, I do not 
fpeak twice ; I only finilhed what I dcGgnedly left 
impcrfeft. But if the houfe is of a different opi- 
nion,- ^r be it from me to indulge a wilh of 
tranfgrefFion, againft order. I am content, if it 
be yoiir pleafure, to be filent." — Here he paufed— ri 
The houfe refounding with, " Go^on, goon;'' 
Ijc proceeded : 

. *' Gentlemen, Sir, (to the Speaker) I have been 
charged with giving birth to fedition in America, 
They have fpokcn their fentiments with freedoni 
ggairift: this unhappy aft, and that freedom ha$ 
become their crime. Sorry I a:m to hear the li- 
berty of fpeech in this houfe imputed as a crime. 
Put the imputation (ball not difcouragc qie. It is 
ft liberty J mean to exercife. No gentleman ough? 
to be afraid to exercife it. It is a liberty by which 
the gentleman who calumniates it might have pro* 
lited. J^e ought to have profited. He ought to 
have dcfilled from his projeft. The gentleman 
tel|s ps, America is pbftinatc; America is almoft in 
ppen rebellion. I rejoice that America has refilled. 
Three millions of people, fo dead to all the feel- 
ings of liberty, as voluntarily to fubmit to be 
(laves, would have been fit inftruments to make 
(laves of the reft. I come not here arm'd at all 
points, with law cafes and a6ls of parliament, with 
the ftatute book doubled down in dogs-ears, to de- 
fend the caufe of liberty : if I had, I myfclf would 
have cited the two cafes of Chefter and Durham, 
I wonld Jiave cited them to hkvt (hewn, that, 
fvej> under arbitrary reigns, parliaments were a- 
(hjiqicd pf taxing a people without their confenr,* 
' ■ '^ - ^nd 
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tni allowed tlicm reprefcntatives. Why (iid th^ 
jgcntlcman confine himfelf to Chefler and Durham ? 
He might have taken a higher example in Wales ; 
Wales, that never was taxed by parliament, *till 
it was incorporated. I would not debate a parti^ 
cular poiilt of law with the gentleman : I know his 
abilities. I have been obliged to his diligent re- 
fearchcs. But, ^or the defence of liberty upon a 
general principle, upon a conftitutional principle^ 
it is a ground on which I ftand firm 5 on which I 
dare meet any man. The gentleman tells us of 
many who are taxed, and are not reprefented* 
The India company, merchants, ftock-holders, 
manufa'^turers^ Surely many of thefe are repre- 
fenred m other capacities, as owners of land, or 
as freemen of boroughs. It is a misfortune that 
more are not aftually reprefented. But they are 
pll inhabitants, and as fuch are virtually reprefented. 
Many have it in their option to be aftually repre- 
fented. They have connexions with thofc that 
jCleft, and they have influence over them. ' The 
gentleman mentioned the ftock-holders : I hope he 
dpes not reckon the debts of the nation as part of 
the national eftate. Since the acceflion of king 
William, many minifters, fomc of great, others of 
more moderate abilities, have taken the lead of 
government." 

■ He then went through the lift of them, bring- 
ing it down *tili he came to himfelf, giving a Ihdrt 
(ketch of the charafters of each of them. " None 
of thefe, he faid, thought, or ever dreamed, of 
robbing the colonic^ of their conftitutional right$. 
That was referved to mark the asra of the late ad- 
ininiftration : not that there were wanting fomc, 
when I had the honour to fcrve his majefty, to 
propofe to mc to btMrn my fingers with an Amc- 

* rican 



< 14 ) 

xkan Stamp-Aft. With the enemy at their bafcki 
with our bayonets at their breafts, in the day of their 
diftrcis, perhaps the Americans would have fub- 
mitred to the impofition ; but it would have been 
takiijg an ungenerous, andunjuft advantage. The 
gentleman bfoafts of his bounties to America ! Are 
thofe bounties intended finally for the benefit of 
this kiDgdom ? If they are, where is his peculiar 
merit' to America ? If they are not, he has mif* 
applied the national treafures. I am no courtier of 
Anierica, I ftand up for this kingdom. I main- 
tain,, that the parliament has a right to bind, to 
reftrain America, Our legiQative power over the 
colonies is fovereign and fupreme. When it ceafes 
lo be fovereign and fupreme, I would advife every 
gentleman to fell his lands, if he can, and em- 
bark for that country •. When two countries arc 
conpedled together, like England and her colo- 
nies, without being incorporated, the one muft 
Dcccflarily govern. The greater muft rule the 
Jet's ; but fo rule it, as not to contradi6t the fun-^ 
damental principles that are common to both. 

" If the gentleman does not underhand the dif- 
ference between internal and external taxes, I can- 
cot help it; but there is a plain diftiftftion be-» 
tvvecn taxes levied for the purpofes of raifing a re- 
venue, and duties impofed for the regulation of 
trade, for the accommodation of the lubjeft; al- 
tliough in the confequences, fome revenue might 
incidcnuUy arife from the latter. 

The gentleman alks, when were the colonics c-. 
xhancipated ? But Idefire to know, when they were^ 
made fiaves ? But I'dwcll not upon words. When I. 
hajd the honour of ferving his majcfty, I availed my- 
JirTf pf the means of infbrmatiQn,which Iderivcdfrom. 
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toy office : I (peak therefore, from knowledge. Mf 
materials were good. I was at pains to coUcS^ 
to digeft, to confider them, and I will be bold to 
affirm, that the profits to Great-Britain from the 
trade of the colonies, through all its branches, is 
two millions a year. This is the fund that carried 
you triumphantly through the lafl: war. ' The 
eflates that were rented ac two thoufand pounds a 
year, threefcore years ago, are at three thoufand 
pounds at prcfcnt. Thofe eftates fold then from fif: 
teen to eighteen* years purchafc, tht fame, nuy be 
now fold for thirty. You owe this to America; This 
is the price that America pays you for her pro- 
te(5lion. And fhall a miferable financier come with 
a boaft that he can fetch a pepper- corn into thcj 
Exchequer, to the lofs of millions to the nation ! 
J dare not fay, bow much higher thefe profits i»ay 
be augmented.. Omitting, the immehfc increafe of 
people, by natural population, in the northern co* 
lonies, and the migration from every part of Eu^ 
rope, I am convinced the whole commercial Ijrftem 
of America may be altered to advantage. You have 
prohibited, where you ought to have encouraged ; 
and you have 'encouraged, where you ought to 
have prohibited. Improper reftraints have beea 
laid on' the continent, in favour of the iflands. 
You have but two nations to trade with in Ame- 
rica. . Would, yoii 'liad twenty ! Let afis of par- 
liament in confequence of treaties remain, but let 
not'an Engli(h miniller become a cuflomhoufe 
officeribr Spain, or for any foreign power. Much 
is wrong, much may be amended for the generajl 
good of the whole* 

Does the gentleman complain he has been mif* 
reprcfcnted in the public prints? It is a com- 
mon misfortune. In the Spanifh affair in the laft 
war, I was abufed in all the news-papers, foi; hav- 
ing 
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ihg advifed his majcfly to violate the laws of na- 
tions with regard to Spain. The abufe was in- 
duftrioufly circulated even in hand-bills. If ad- 
tniniftratidn did .not propagate the abufe^ admi- 

NISTHATION NEVER CONTRADICTED IT, 1 will 

not fay what advice i did- give to the king. Mf 
advice is in writing, figncd by myfelf, in the pof- 
fellion of the crown. But I will lay, what advicd 
I did not give to the king : I did not advife him 
to violate any of the laws of nations; 

• ** As to the report of the gendemail's preventing 
in fome way the trade for bullion with the Spa- 
niards, it was fpoken of fo confidently^ that I 
own I am one of thofe who did believe it to be true. 

« I 

^ The gentlelnan muft not wonder he was not 
contradtfted, when as rfije miniver; he aflerted ^ 
right of parliament to tax America* I know not 
how ii "IS, 'but there h a modefty in this houfe 
Which docs not chufe to contradiQ: a minifter. 1 
Wifh gentlemen wotfld g^ct the better of this mo- 
defty, If they do ' not, perhijys, tbcf colleftive 
body may begin to abate of its rcfpcft for the re« 
prefentative. Lord Bacon had tbld me, that $ 
great queftion would not fail of being agitated at 
one time or anqthex. I was willing to agitate that at 
the proper feaibn; the Germari war : my Germatt 
war, they caHed it. Every feflions I called out, 
has any body anybbjeftions to the German war ? 
No body would objed to it, one gentleman only 
excepted, fince removed to the upper houfe, by 
fucceflSon to an ancient barony,** (meaning lord k 
Defpencer^ formerly .fir Francis Dafliwood ;) he 
told me, *' he did not like my German wan" I ho- 
noured the man* for it, and was fdrry when he was 
tiirncd out of his poft, 

A great 
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^^ A great deal has been faid without doors, of the 
j^wer, of the ftrength of America. It i^ a topic 
that ought to be cautioufly meddled with. In a 
^5od caufe^ 6n a found bottom, the force of this 
country can crufh America to atoms. I knoW the' 
valour of your troops. I know the. (kill of your 
officers. There is not ^ cotopariy of foot that has 
ferved In America, dut of which you may not pick 
a man of fufficient knowledge and experience to 
ihake a governor of a colony there. But on this 
, ground, on the Stamp- Aft, when fo many here 
"^^ill think it a crying injuihce, I acA one who will 
life up my haiids againlt it. 

•* In fuch a caufe, your fucccfs would be liazar- 
dous, — ^AtHerica* if ihe fell, would fall like the 
Urong man. She would embrace the pillars of the 
jlate, and pull down the conftitution along with 
her. Is this your boafted peace ? Not to (heath 
the fword in its fcabbard, but to (heath it in th*-^ 
bowels of your coung-ymcn ? Will you quarre) 
'^ith yourfelves, no^iMiC whole houfe of Bourbon 
is united again(( you ? While France difturbs 
your fifherics in Newfoundland, embarralfes your 
Have trade to Africa, and with- holds from yout 
fubjefls in Canada, their property ftiptulated by 
treaty ; while the ranfom for Manillas is denied ' 
by. Spain, and its gallant conqueror bafely tra- 
duced into a mean plunderer, a gentleman, (cob^* 
nel Draper) whofe noble and generous Ipirit would 
do honour to the proudeft grandee of the country. 
The Americans have not adlcd in all things with 
prudence and temper. They have been wronged, 
Thev have been driven to madnefs by iojuftict* 
Will you puni(h them for the madnefs you ha|e^'^ 
occafioncd i Rather let prudent and tenype^ 

come 
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tQtnp firft ffom this fide. I will URdert^k? for iV- 
merica, that Ihe will follow the exam|})e, Ther^ 
:^re two lines in a ballad of Prior's, of a man's be-^ 
haviour to his* wife, fo applicable to yotf.ai>d your 
coioaies, that I cannot help repea^ting them : ' ' 
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Be to her faults ^ ^ttle blind j 
Be tQ her virtues very kind. ' 
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Upon the whole, I wrll beg leave tp tell the, 
houfc what is really my opinion. It isj^ thai tbq 
Stamp- Aft be repealed absolutelYjTotally, 
and immediately/ That the reafon for the ten' 
peal be affigned, bccaufe it was foiindcd on ian 
erroneous principle. At the fame tme% let Ahej 
ibvereign authority of this country over the cqIq*- 
Dic$ be aflerted in as ftrong terms as can be de- 
yifed, and be made to extend to every poin? of 
legillatioa whatfoever. That we may bind thcirj 
TRADE, coo6ne their manufactures, and fx- 
ercife every power whiatfocver, except that of 
taking their money out of their pockets withou^ 
iheir confent !" " .. 
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